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Veterans Health Subcommittee Looks at Troop Preparedness for Chemical and Biological Attacks

WASHINGTON, D.C. - At a hearing of the House of Representatives Veterans Health Subcommittee, Congressman
Jerry Moran, former Chairman of the Subcommittee, heard from officials with the Department of Defense and the
Department of Veterans Affairs about what measures have been taken to prepare our troops serving in the Middle East
for possible chemical and biological attacks.

"Ten years ago, nearly a million American troops fought in Operation Desert Storm and many returned to find themselves
afflicted with a variety of symptoms," Moran said. "With today's war, we need to use what we've learned since then to
provide our troops with the latest advances and breakthroughs in vaccines and treatments against chemical and
biological weapons. We have a duty to protect the health and safety of those who bravely fight for our freedom."

During Moran's chairmanship, a priority of the Subcommittee on Health was to ensure that steps were being taken to
protect the health and well-being of our troops from chemical and biological weapons. After Operation Desert Storm in
1991, more than 100,000 soldiers developed symptoms of what has come to be known as Gulf War Syndrome. The
purpose of today's hearing was to make sure that those preparations have been made so that men and women who will
soon be returning from the war with Iraq do not face the same problems.

Testifying before the Subcommittee was Assistant Secretary of Defense William Winkenwerder, Veterans Affairs Under
Secretary for Health Robert Roswell, and representatives from universities in Connecticut, New Jersey, Texas and
Alabama with veterans-affiliated medical research programs. Also appearing before the subcommittee were
representatives from various veterans service organizations.

"The Kansas National Guard, the reserves and all soldiers, sailors and airmen from Kansas deserve the best protection
that we can provide," Moran said. "We are asking a lot from them, and we need to do all we can to ensure their safety."
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