Congressman
JERRY M ORAN

Representing the st Distict of Kansas
United Stdes House of Raresentéives

Dear KFiend

On Tuesdg, September 11ththe world as we knev it was danged forever. We all
watched in horor as planedhijacked ly terorists, crashed into the éhtagon andWorld
Trade Centerkilling thousands. In one ay or anotherthis terorist d@tadk has afected
everyong including Kansans.

Our county is nav engaged in war.
President Ge@e Washington once wie
“the willingness of futwe genedtions to
sewne in our militay will be directly depend
ent upon har we have treaded those \Wwo hare
sewned in the past."

Now more than ger, as men and emen
are sent into cotitt, we need to mak sue
tha we ae honoing the pomises made to
previous sevice men and wmen. AsS
Chairrnan Of the LS- House/etelanSAffairS Congressman Moran presents WWII service medals to L.D. Minor
Subcommittee on Health, knON Of the of Minneola at ceremonies in Dodge City.
importance of this commitment and will sup
port tha effort.

| hope yu will find the inbrmation in this nevsletter useful.We will contirue to work
to protect \eteans' health — becauseteans hae piotected ois.

Vely truly yours,

D‘e_((-b\ m oygv)




Mor an Selected to ChaivVeterans Health Subcommittee

Prior to the starof the 107th Congss,Congessman eiry Moran was
selected  Congessman Clis Smith (NJ-04)Chaiman of the Hous@eteans'
Affairs Committegto chair the Health Subcommitte€his was Congessman
Moran's irst subcommitteehaimmanship.

"The health and @ll being of Kansasetelans has been aiprity during my |8
time in Congess,and this subcommitteénairanship allors me to better ses &
American \eteans," Moan said

The Subcommittee on Health hagidéstive and wersight juisdiction for the
Depatment ofVeteransAffairs' (VA) health cae piograms. In this session

Congess,the Health Subcommitteexamined veys to impove theVA's mental Congressman Moran chairs the Veterans' Affairs

Subcommittee on Health. Here, Congressman Moran

health,substance-use distms and homelessnesograms,specialied medical, hears from veterans about VA mental health, homeless
sewices,chiropractic sevices,andVA's coverage of pesciption dugs.This year and drug treatment programs. Seated to his left is John
the VetemnsAffair's Committee and the full House offResenttives gproved Bradiey, Subcommitiee Counsel.

HR 2792, legislation to impiove veteans’health cag, HR 811,theVeteans Hospital Emgeng/ Repair Act, and HR 2716the

Homeless/eteansAssistancé\ct.

"Congess taks sdously its choice of subcommitteehairmen. &ry Moran has paid his dues anésva ntural choice to

head the Health Subcommitfe€haiman Chis Smith said

Moran contuded "I am honoed to hae this oppdunity to seve our néion's most espected citens - our gteans.”

Chairman Holds Kansas
Hearing on VA Health Care

Congessman Man irvited the subcommittee to Kansas in tak éf 2001 to hear
directly from Kansas eteians &out the st of VA health cae. The heaing was held athe
WichitaVA Medical Center

The messge from \eteans duing the
heaing was one of contimed dificulties -
bureaucstic obstates and ihancial shar
falls. Veteans elayed stoies of being put &f
for months ven tying to male an apoint
ment and hang to dive hundeds of miles
for the most basic of sgces. Moe \eteans 17200
said thg are seeking th&A's help to doiset
the iising cost of their @sciption dugs.

However, there were also stdes of
progress and immvement. Fundingol VA hospital and medical carhas isen signii-
cantly over the lastife yeas. In 1997fotal VA funding for health cag was $17.5 billion
dollars. This year funding will be ne&r $21 billion. As Congess contines to alloce
more resouces to th&/A, they need to
know tha these dolles ae being spent
wisely and tha veteans’ needs &
being met.

Moran was pleasedybthe outcome
of the hedng.

"American \eteans hge put their
lives on the line to ptect usand ve
have an obgétion to keep our pledg to
provide them with dbrdable and
dependéle health cax | gredly agppre-
ciate all the Kansans ho came to
Wichita to shae their stoles with
CongessWe will contirue to vork to
improve \eteans’health cae sevices."

Federal Spending on Veterans Health Care
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Congressman Moran presides over the Subcommittee on

Health Field Hearing in Wichita.

CBOC to Bgin

Operation in Salina

Eallier this yeat the Dgartment of
Veteans Affairs announced it auld
estblish a  Commnity-Based
Outpdient Clinic (CBOC) in Salina

The CBOC will incease access fo

health ca@ sevices to ‘eteans wo
live in noth cental Kansas.

In April of 2000, Congessman
Moran hosted a ateans brum in
Salina, where \eteans discussed th
need br a CBOC in the aa. At
Moran's equest, the Veteans
Administration held a pulic meeting
in Salina tha luly to gather puliic
opinion on the eshlishment of a
CBOC. After tha meeting Moran
requested fundingf the dinic.

Moran has also been instnental
in the esthlishment of other Inics.
Since 1996six comnunity-based out
pdient dinics hare been eshiished in
Hays, Dodge City, Parsons,Fort Scott,
Liberal andWyandotte County These
clinics allov veteans to eceve the
cae the/ need closer to home

The VA is working to hae the
Salina CBOC opemybJaruary 1,2002.

e




Mor an Suppotts Full Militar y Mor an
Retirement Ray for Veterans Intr oduces

Eatlier this fall, Congessman &lry Moran wiote to House Speak Dennis Hastér Vete ranS
urging tha caeer militay retired veteans with serice-connected digdities be allaved

to receie the full amount of both militgrretired py and \eteans dishility compensa H ealth Care
tion. Congessman Man has suppted concurent ieceipt Igislation eat year since

coming to Congss. Im pr Ovement

JERRY MORAN e pone This fall, the US. House of
. KANSAS . Representéives passed H.R.
MMITTEE ON { DISTRICT OFFICES: H H H
AGRCULTORE Congress of the United Stateg e 2792, legislation to impove
TRANSFORTATION AND House of Representatibes S S G760 e veteans' health car The bill
INFRASTRUCTURE , (785} 628-6401 . i .
commrrree on Wiashington, BE onE NorTH AN was intoduced edier in the
VETE?::::.FAIRS HUTCles?E):?I)((;;;:oAH 128 year b/ CO n geSS man M an.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH 620) 665-6138 H R 27 92 \Im rkS to i m p Dve
The Honorable J. Dennis Hastert vetean's health carsevices ty:
Spgaker of thefHouse * Allowing moe etelns to
U.S. House Of Representatives .. .
The Capitol, Room H232 access speciakn meo'll'cal
Washington, D.C. 20515-6501 programs to ted conditions
Dear Speaker Hastert: sum as séous men_tal illness,
spinal cod injury, blindness,
I am writing in strong support of authorizing career military retired veterans who have amputaion and taumadic brain
service-connected disabilities, to receive the full amount of both military retired pay and veterans L
disability compensation. Iurge you to include authorization of concurrent receipt, without any Injuries.
conditions or requirements, in the FY2002 National Defense Authorization Act. e Mod |fy| ng theVA's
Under current law, 450,000 of our nation’s veterans forgo part of their military retired pay _e“gl blllty criteria so tha IOW-
if they receive disability compensation. These men and women risked their lives to serve their income \eteans caneceve the
country, were disabled in the line of duty, and currently do not receive their full retirement car they need
benefits. Many are World War II veterans who spent their career in the military. We lose over g L
one thousand WWII veterans each day. We should not delay acting on this legistation. e Estalishi ng a n&v

chiropractic sevice program to

Each year since coming to Congress, I have supported concurrent receipt legislation.

This year this legislation is H.R. 303, the Retired Pay Restoration Act of 2001. This bill would be implemented\er the ngt
end the current practice of deducting disability benefits from the amount of retirement pay a five yeas.

veteran receives. I urge you to include this measure in this year’s National Defense . .

Authorization Act. ° Credi ng a naonal

commission oVA nursing to
enhanceecuitment and

Now more than ever, as we send our sons and daughters into battle, we need to make sure
that we are honoring the promises made to previous generations of veterans. Our veterans have

fulfilled their commitment in the military. Now is our chance to honor their service to our retention of pofessional arses
nation. in theVA.
Tharnk you for your attention on this important matter. I appreciate your time in * Allowing sefously disaled
reviewing this request. veteans to qualify toeceve
sewvice dags. For mary
Very truly yours, vetemns,this can mean the
difference betwen lving
_Je""\ Mers—— independenty and equiing full-

time cae.

Medals Available for Veterans

Congessman Man pesentsVorld War |l sevice medals and the Beldic of KoreaWar
Sewice Medal to Htie Kornelson of McPheson. Mis. Kornelson acaated the medals on
behalf of her lte husbandHarold. Since the gvemment @proved the warding of the medal
in 1999,Congessman Man has povided over 400 of the Reuldic of Korea medals toet-
erans and theaimilies of deceasectteians. Kansaseteans inteested in ihding out if the
are eligble are encouaged to contact Comgssman Man.
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